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17th August 2011
Dear Parents,
A warm welcome back to Mrs. Wellman who was on long leave.  The school was not the same without her and the children and staff have really appreciated having her back!  A big thank you, to Mrs. Bird, who stood in for Mrs. Wellman and became part of the furniture very quickly.
We thought we would have to bring our Spring theme forward as the weather really warmed up last week, even some of the trees were beginning to blossom!  Fortunately though another cold front has hit us so we’re still on track to have Spring in September.  To celebrate it this year please will you help your little one make a Spring hat which they can wear on Thursday 1st September.
Themes

22nd August     
            Number Fun

5th September

 Spring

Sports Day -  Saturday 3rd  September : 08h30 
Please keep this date available as we have our annual Sports Day.  More information to follow.
Students

We are once again hosting 2 students from Wits, Ms. Arthur and Rudling.  They will be assisting and teaching the children in the each of the groups starting on the 7th August and will be with us until the end of term.

They are supervised at all times by the relevant teacher and will be assessed regularly by their lecturers.  We wish them all the best during their practical.

Discipline at home
Children are never in a static mode of development!    As parents we need to be continually on our toes, the minute you become complacent you can be guaranteed that that is the time your children suddenly start displaying behavior which pushes the boundaries and you find yourself being ruled by a 3 year/ 4 year /5 year old!
One often does not realize it but you find that this behavior corresponds with a particularly busy time in your own life, deadlines to meet at work, grandparents visiting, you not feeling well, financial pressures and the list goes on. You can’t necessarily blame the “not enough quality time” issue.  Children are VERY in tune with where we are at and they know when we are at our weakest!   Don’t weaken!  Keep the boundaries in place. Be consistent, if it’s wrong or unacceptable one day, its wrong and unacceptable every day and in every situation.
Parenting is not for cowards!  You are welcome to use me as a sounding board should you feel you are been worn down and are continually shouting at your child.  I don’t promise to have the answers but sometimes a different approach is all that’s needed or confirmation that you are doing the right thing that helps put you back in control.
Reaching out
Every year we try and help those in need.  Mohau Pre-School and Daycare Centre is one of these projects where we can help in a small way.  Mohau is in a squatter camp near Diepsloot and has 50 children ranging in age from 3 months to 5 years.  Parents over the last three years have assisted with various projects at this school and we have made quite a difference to the school.
As well as trying to teach the children, the school provides the children with two meals a day and at present they need items to supplement these meals.  They could really do with tins of pilchards, tins of beans, vegetables, jam etc. 
If the next time you are shopping you could add an item or two to your trolley and bring it to school, I know it would be so appreciated. Please explain to your children what you are doing to raise their awareness of the need to help those less fortunate than themselves. 

If anyone is interested in visiting Mohau, I generally go out there every Wednesday after school so would be happy to take you along to visit.
Last year we were given a Jaydee bicycle from a family whose children had out grown it.  This bicycle has proved a great hit with our children and they often queue up waiting for a turn on the blue bike.  We are keen to purchase another 2 of these bikes.  Should any other family have outgrown a Jaydee bicycle please approach us.  We would be quite prepared to pay for a 2nd hand one and if there are none out there we will pursue the brand new option.  
Thank you to the moms who have brought their old high heel shoes and granny’s hats or dad’s spare caps for our theme this week.  We still need more so if you have any please bring them in.  We also need any old shoe boxes.

Please take time to read the article on good pre-school teachers placed in your pockets.  We have a few places still available for next year so encourage friends or acquaintances to come and look at Northcliff Nursery School and give their children the opportunity of reaping the life long benefits of a good pre school. 
Yours sincerely,
Julie Pfister

Principal
