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P.O.BOX 35500

NORTHCLIFF

2115

TELEPHONE:  011-6781529

22nd  February 2011
February Newsletter
Dear Parents,

We are well into the swing of the 1st term with all our new children settling in so well.  It is always a challenge for all the children to adapt to the demands of school.  It’s the new teacher, her routine, the specific call for their group, the playground rules, making new friends and lots more.  It’s very sweet to see an older brother or sister, checking up on their sibling and guiding them to where they should be!
An important part of a little one’s development at this stage of their life is making new friends and playing with friends.  Please make every effort to get to know which children your child likes to play with at school either by asking them or chatting to the class teacher.  We have issued a class list with all the contact numbers of the children‘s parents in your child’s group.  Do make play dates.  It will help your child settle as well as give you the opportunity to get to know other parents in the group.  As your child gets older its not as easy to know who your child’s friends are.  Laying the ground rules now by meeting the friend’s parents before allowing your child to go and play at their house will hopefully avoid future conflict!

Dates to diarise:
February
14th 




Begin theme “Camping”
28th 




Northcliff Nursery School A.G.M. 19H30
24th




Eye testing
25th 




Eagles cake sale
28th 
Begin theme “In the Garden.” Look for bugs in your     garden.
March

4th 




Eye testing 





5th 




Family Braai
14th 




Begin theme, “Colours in my world”
Year- end Christmas concerts

We have set the dates for the end of year concerts.  These concerts are part of the Northcliff Nursery School tradition and parents need to diarise them now so as to avoid stress and disappointment on the day.
Here are the dates for you to diarise now:

Tuesday, 22ndNovember

Robins
8.00 - 10.00 a.m.

Wednesday, 23rdNovember
Doves
8.00 - 10.00 a.m.
Thursday, 24thNovember

Wagtails
8.00 - 10.00 a.m.

Friday, 25thNovember

Eagles
8.00 - 10.00 a.m.

My School cards
Thank you to everyone who used their cards in January.  We look forward to continued support of the use of these cards and will keep you up to date with how much is raised.
Should anyone still require a card please come to the office and collect a form.

Update our information
There are a number of update forms still outstanding from some parents.  Signed indemnity forms, allergy alerts etc, are vital pieces of information which must be returned as soon as possible to the office.  Your co-operation in this regard would be greatly appreciated.

Speech and Language
There has been a noticeable increase in the number of children whose speech we are having difficulty understanding as well as those who have significant language delays.
Language is fundamental for learning and when a child’s communication is hampered it affects every area of the child’s development.  Jean Piaget a developmental psychologist, found that “learning is an active process, not a matter of passive absorption”, studies completed by Tizard and Hughes (1986: Young Children Learning. Talking and thinking at home and at school. Fontana Press) applied this to language development and found dialogue is as important as physical exploration. Adults can play an important role in advancing the child’s understanding through conversation.  
Parents need to make every effort to engage in conversation with their children.  Sometimes we may be so busy on our cell phones or chatting to friends that we don’t actually make eye contact with our children and listen to them.  You need to make sure you are a good language role model.  Speak slowly, clearly and make eye contact, this way you will soon see whether they have heard you and if they have understood you. 

Ideas for language development;

· Storytime: at bedtime or even while you’re trying to feed your child.  Read a story/ look at a book together.  They often become so engrossed in the story or the pictures you are showing them that meal times are a dream!

· While driving in the car: Stop listening to your favourite radio station.  Rather chat to your little one about what you are driving past or sing songs together, play rhyming games, I spy etc… I know my own children always seemed to ask the most questions when in the car…   

From my 4 year old…” How was I made?”   I nearly drove off the road!

· Does your child understand what you are talking about? You’ve told them they are naught.  Do they understand what “naughty” is, it could be anything in their lives if they don’t know what you are referring to.
· Play games together.
· Talk about events in the past and the present.

· Watch T.V. together: when you do watch a T.V programme with your child you’ll be suprised by the number of times they ask questions about the programme.  It tells one how much they don’t understand and how much they still need help in understanding.
· Disputes provide opportunities for learning.  Please be aware that sarcasm and screaming are lost on a child between the ages of 2 and 6.  It’s no good telling a child to “tone it down” when they are making a noise, what is “tone it down?”  Rather tell them that they are making a lot of noise and that they need to talk more quietly. Use fights and disagreements  as language development opportunities.   Concepts of sharing, listening to each other, being kind can be explored and explained when trying to mediate.
As teachers we know that we are so privileged to be  part of the so many firsts in a child’s life which happen at school.  Coming down the fireman’s pole for the first time, hanging the whole way across the monkey bars, riding the two-wheeler without help, are all such exciting achievements we’ve been privy to in the last few weeks.

A special saying shared with us:-
 “Granny do you know why I’m such a good looker?”

“Cos I eat my carrots!”
Yours sincerely,

Julie Pfister
Principal
