May Newsletter
Dear Parents,

School has been a hive of excitement over the past few weeks!  Autumn leaves have provided the children with hours of fun as they’ve raked and swept up leaves to their hearts content and we’ve had wonderful aromas wafting around the school as different groups tried their culinary skills.
The theme on “In the kitchen” gave the children wonderful lessons where they measured, poured, mixed, cut, cooked and baked.  We also realized that many of the children are not being given the opportunity to be in the kitchen with mom or dad.  In general their knowledge about what happens in the kitchen and the skills i.e. helping mom bake, or mix or peel is rather limited.  Please try and make an effort to include your child in as many kitchen activities, which are safe, as possible.  These activities develop numerous areas of a child’s cognitive and physical needs.

· Fine motor can be developed through mixing, weighing, cutting, sieving.
· Language is developed with the use of the vocabulary used in the kitchen.  The names of the equipment used, scale, frying pan, grater, tablespoon etc. The names of the different fruit, vegetables and other items we use in our cooking.
· Maths’ concepts developed through the measuring, 1 cup, ½ a cup, 2 teaspoons etc.

· Setting the table and sitting at the table lends itself to the teaching of table manners.
We do realise that it is, more often than not much easier and cleaner to work in the kitchen by yourself but you are limiting the opportunity to give your child valuable life skills in a fun way, as well as just enjoying time together.  What about trying to bake a batch of biscuits together next time you’re in the kitchen?

Thank you to all the moms who attended the Mothers’ morning last week.  As teachers and moms ourselves we fully appreciate the sacrifice and planning needed to arrange a few hours off work or out of your day to attend something like this but I’m sure you felt it was worth it.   The children loved having their moms here and couldn’t wait to make the flower arrangements for their moms.  The dads will have their opportunity to come and spend time at school with their little ones on Friday 5th June.  Please put this date in your diaries now to avoid disappointment
Our themes for the next 3 weeks will be:
· Opposites
· Dad’s Toolbox

Reports and parent - teacher interviews.
The teachers are completing assessments of the children at the moment which will be followed by the mid-year reports for those children in Robins, Wagtails and Doves. 
Once these reports have been issued an opportunity for all parents to chat to the respective teacher about the report will be available.  Schedules of time slots will be pinned up on the class notice boards.  Do take this opportunity to chat to the teacher about your child's progress - it helps you understand the report and your child's development a little better as well as helping us to provide your child with the best possible support.
Please do not bring any children with you to these meetings.  All classrooms are being used and no child is allowed in the playground without supervision.

Something to think about

“You never will be the person you can be if pressure, tension and discipline are taken out of your life.”                                                                      J. Bilkey
Julie Pfister

Principal 

